


One of the first things you will want to know when joining the cadets is how to recognize the grades and ratings of the 
cadet personnel with whom you work. To help you do this, the charts on the following pages outline Marine Corps and 
Marine Cadet enlisted and officers grades. But if you are to fully understand these grades and ratings, you must do 
more than simply distinguish among the various insignia which are worn or the grade of which the various individuals 
are addressed. You must recognize at the same time everything which is represented by these grades and insignia.  
Specifically, you must understand that in the Marine Corps and subsequently in the Marine Cadets, insignia of grade 
are worn only by those who have demonstrated ability and a willingness to accept responsibility. If these individuals 
are to discharge the responsibilities with which they are charged, it is necessary that they be equipped with a degree 
of authority as well. Remember that grade, insignia, ability, responsibility and authority all go together.  
 
New York Marines Cadets wear insignia of grade on both collars of all uniforms and epaulets of the service uniform. 
Marine Corps enlisted persons wear insignia of grade on both sleeves. Grade chevrons of the Marine Corps are forest 
green on the service uniform, with a background of red. On shirts, the background is khaki. For the dress blue uniform, 
chevrons are yellow on red. Marines wear one slanting stripe, "hash mark," near the cuff of the sleeve on the winter or 
dress blue uniform for each four years' enlistment completed.  



Cadet Sergeant Major 
C/SgtMaj 

Cadet Master 
Gunnery Sergeant 

C/MGySgt 

Cadet FirstSergeant 
C/1st Sgt 

Cadet Master Sergeant 
C/MSgt 

Cadet Gunnery Sergeant 
 C/GySgt 

Cadet Staff Sergeant 
C/SSgt 

Cadet Sergeant 
C/Sgt 

Cadet Corporal 
C/Cpl 

Cadet Lance Corporal 
C/LCpl 

Cadet Private First 
Class 
C/PFC 
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Enlisted 

Cadet Sergeant Major of the 
Marine Cadets 
C/SgtMajMC 
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officer 

Warrant officer 

Cadet  Major 
C/Maj 

Cadet Lieutenant Colonel 
C/LtCol 

Cadet Colonel 
C/Col 

Cadet Second Lieutenant  
C/2ndLt 

Cadet First Lieutenant  
C/1st Lt 

Cadet Captain 
C/Cpt 

Cadet Warrant Officer  
C/WO 
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Note: 
Rank insignia, ribbons and badges are an integral part of the Marine Cadet’s uniform. Therefore, these items must be 
worn with great care.  
1. Rank Insignia. Only the rank insignia designated for Cadets by the New York Marine Cadets will be worn as shown 
in the illustrations shown below. When wearing the utility uniform, rank insignia will be worn on the front of the 
utility cap.  

a. Cadet officers will wear their rank insignia centered on the epaulettes  (shoulder strap) of their service coat 
and all weather coats. On khaki and utility shirts, the small rank insignia will be worn centered between the top 
and bottom edges of the collar, one inch from the front edge.  

 
b. Enlisted men will wear their rank insignia centered and 1 inch from the shoulder seam on the epaulettes  
(shoulder strap) of their service coat.  Rank insignia will be worn on khaki shirts, raincoats and utility shirt 
collars with the point of the chevron up, bisecting the angle of the collar, bottom edge ½ inch from the collar 
edge.  
 
c. Enlisted rank insignia, when worn on collars, are to be positioned whereas the flame of the learning lamp is 
facing inboard and towards the gig line. Enlisted insignia, when worn on epaulettes, are to be positioned 
whereas the flame of the learning lamp is facing forward. 
 




